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The Print Booklet feature lets you 
create printer spreads for 
professional printing. For example, if 
you’re editing an 8-page booklet, the 
pages appear in sequential order in 
the layout window. However, in 
printer spreads, page 2 is positioned 
next to page 7, so that when the two 
pages are printed on the same 
sheet, folded, and collated, the pages 
end up in the appropriate order.

Impose a document for booklet printing
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The process of creating printer 
spreads from layout spreads is called 
imposition. While imposing pages, 
you can change settings to adjust 
spacing between pages, margins, 
bleed, and creep. The layout of your 
InDesign document is not affected, 
because the imposition is all handled 
in the print stream. No pages are 
shuffled or rotated in the document.

Impose a document for booklet printing
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2-up Saddle Stitch
Creates two-page, side-by-side 
printer spreads. These printer spreads 
are appropriate for printing on both 
sides, collating, folding, and stapling. 
InDesign adds blank pages as needed 
to the end of the finished document. 
The Space Between Pages, Bleed 
Between Pages, and Signature Size 
options are dimmed when 2‑up 
Saddle Stitch is selected.

Booklet types
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2-up Perfect Bound
Creates two-page, side-by-side 
printer spreads that fit within the 
specified signature size. These printer 
spreads are appropriate for printing 
on both sides, cutting, and binding to 
a cover with adhesive. If the number 
of pages to be imposed is not evenly 
divisible by the signature size, 
InDesign adds blank pages as 
needed to the back of the 
finished document.

Booklet types
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Consecutive
Creates a two-, three-, or four-page 
panel appropriate for a foldout 
booklet or brochure. The Bleed 
Between Pages, Creep, and Signature 
Size are dimmed when a 
Consecutive option is selected.
    

Booklet types

For example, if you want to create printer spreads for a traditional six-panel, 
trifold brochure, choose 3-up Consecutive. You may be accustomed to setting 
up trifolds as one page with three different columns. With InDesign imposition, 
you can simply create pages that are the size of each panel.
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Specifies the amount of space necessary to accommodate paper thickness 
and folding on each signature. In most cases, you’ll want to specify a negative 
value to create a push-in effect. You can specify Creep for 2-up Saddle Stitch 
and 2-up Perfect Bound booklet types.

    

Creep

Creep specifies the distance pages move away from the spine to accommodate 
paper thickness and folding in Saddle Stitch and Perfect Bound documents. 
InDesign considers the “cover” of the final piece to be the outermost printer 
spread, while the “centerfold” is considered to be the innermost printer spread. 
The term sheet represents two printer spreads: the front of the sheet and the 
back of the sheet. The creep increment is calculated by dividing the specified 
creep value by the total number of sheets minus one.
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For example, a 16-page InDesign document could yield eight printer 
spreads, or four sheets. The front of the first sheet will consist of the first 
printer spread (pages 16 and 1) while the back of the first sheet will consist 
of the second printer spread (pages 2 and 15).

    

Creep

If the creep value in this example is 24 points (an exaggerated amount for 
the sake of clarity), the creep increment is 8 points per sheet (24 divided by 
3). The amount of creep applied to the innermost sheet is 24 points, the 
amount of creep applied to the third sheet is 16 points, and the amount of 
creep applied to the second sheet is 8 points. No creep will be applied to the 
first outermost sheet.
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The amount of creep for each successive sheet is decreased by the creep 
increment. In summary, each page on the innermost sheet is moved 12 
points (half of the 24-point creep value for this sheet) away from the 
spine, each page on the third sheet is moved 8 points (half of the 16-
point creep value for this sheet) away from the spine, and each page on 
the second sheet is moved 4 points (half of the 8-point creep value for 
this sheet) away from the spine.

    

Creep
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