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By Amyot Bachand

You have to be a die-hard Porsche enthusiast to identify the many different 911 models. The key is to spot details like wheel designs and spoilers. Of course, you can cheat and look at the badge affixed to the rear trunk.

The Carrera marks the entry point of the 911 lineup -- I won't use the term "base model" to describe any 911. After all, the 325-horsepower Carrera is a premium sports car through and through. It thrills the heck out of you all the way to your intended destination.

The Carrera marks the entry point of the 911 lineup.

Beautiful, day and night

My tester was draped in a gorgeous, ultra-classy Ruby Red Metallic dress. While on my watch, the car received plenty of praise because this fiery color enhances the finesse of the 911's silhouette. The lack of a visible rear spoiler adds to the sleek and clean design of the Carrera. Over the years, using subtle upgrades, Porsche designers have successfully refined the physical beauty of the original model.

Tricky access

The Sand Beige leather interior of my tester wonderfully matched the scarlet exterior. Plus, the quality fit and finish was evident. To enter the cockpit more easily, you need to turn yourself 90 degrees to the left, sit your butt on the seat and then pivot inward. That's the trick with every sports car; otherwise, you risk hitting your head on the roof frame or getting your feet tangled up in the lower door frame.

Once inside, every control is intuitively found and ergonomically laid out, including the steering wheel and shifter. Personally, I would tilt the front of the seat cushions further down, however.

Locking and unlocking the doors with the key requires a single impulse, unlike some competitors. On a couple of occasions, I was sure I had locked the car but, in reality, I had unlocked it instead.

As for storage, don't kid yourself: this is not a big American sedan. The compartments are small and will only accommodate basic stuff. Use the 125-liter trunk up front if you have a carry-on bag or small-size luggage and put everything else in the rear trunk. That said, a pair of medium-size suitcases will fit in the back once the upper rear seatbacks are folded.

I don't recommend that you sit any of your friends in the back. Young kids might enjoy this confined space but not for very long.

The front passenger, on the other hand, benefits from the same level of comfort as the driver. Both front buckets are nicely sculpted and effectively supportive. The HVAC system does a good job overall -- and quietly so -- keeping the interior cool and comfortable at all times. What's more, the sunroof is designed in such a way that wind turbulence is limited.

The front passenger benefits from the same level of comfort as the driver.

Meanwhile, the audio unit of the 911 Carrera will delight music lovers during night drives on the strip. My only complaint is the tiny size of most buttons.

More than adequate power

Porsche's 3.6-liter flat-six engine met my expectations. Mated to an excellent 6-speed manual gearbox, it delivered progressive, confidence-inspiring accelerations. Even when not making extra efforts to take off at a blistering pace, I was able to reach 100 km/h in 6.1 seconds. The calibration of the gear ratios is outstanding.

The thing I really appreciated was passing maneuvers; it took me 4.5 seconds to sprint from 80 to 120 km/h in third gear alone. When using both the second and third gears, I almost shaved a full second off my time (3.6 seconds).

Cruising or racing?

The Porsche 911 Carrera proves easy to drive in city traffic, although the sloping rear end demands that you pay attention when backing up. The available torque allows you to maintain a steady speed in dense traffic without having to shift gears.
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However, when you wind up on a deserted byroad or, even better, a closed track, you can finally act like a racecar driver. While the steering is a bit too light to my liking, I found the 911 Carrera quite easy to throw into corners. The exceptional handling allows you to slow down in a hurry, attack twists and turns with serious bite and get out just as quickly as you entered. The rear tires, in particular, make the car stick to the road and regain momentum in a flash.
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These two words perfectly sum up my road test of the 2008 Porsche 911 Carrera. There's no point in adding anything else.
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Phot 1 Cutline: The Carrera marks the entry point of the 911 lineup. 
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Photo 3 cutline: The front passenger benefits from the same level of comfort as the driver.

Side Bar:

New 911's to create more power with less fuel

By Justin Pritchard,

Shortly after the fastest model generation change in the history of Porsche, the performance car manufacturer will present all ten models in their 911 range at the Paris Auto Show next month.
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New technology underlies the lineup's new design, and Porsche is boasting their use of features like Direct Fuel Injection (DFI) to both increase output and decrease fuel consumption. Porsche notes that the DFI technology across their flat-six engine range boosts already impressive power and mileage numbers, and raises emissions performance to meet even the strictest standards.

DFI works by injecting fuel directly into each combustion chamber with the help of a high-pressure pump that operates at up to 20 bar. The high pressure system allows more precise dispersion of the air/fuel mixture, better mixing and a decreased combustion chamber temperature.

Other technologies are currently utilized to keep fuel costs down, including variable valve timing and lightweight alloy engine construction.

Porsche will present several other special models in Paris, including the Boxster S Porsche Design Edition 2, and the Cayman S Sport. The Paris Motor Show opens October 4th.
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